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By William C. Flook
Examiner Staff Writer

West Group, Tysons Corner’s 
largest landowner, has fi led plans 
to build a mammoth redevelopment 
project envisioned for a new urban 
Tysons: 150-acre swath of offi ces, 
retail and living space closely tied 
to Metrorail.

If approved, the West Gate and 
West Park projects together would 
add millions of square feet of devel-
opment to an unremarkable cluster 
of offi ce parks, part of what West 
Group Senior Vice President Mark 
Lowham calls “the start of a long-
term transformation in Tysons 
which is radically different from 
the one we know today.”

The developments sit close to the 
planned Tysons East Metro station, 
which will be built at the corner of 
Colshire Drive and Route 123 as part 
of the Dulles Corridor Metrorail 
Project. 

The proximity to rail is integral 
to West Group’s hope of passing a 
rezoning application of such scope 
by — hopefully — encouraging peo-
ple to walk or ride the train instead 
of clogging the area’s already con-
gested roads.

The project’s timeline also 
is linked to the 11.6-mile Metro 
extension, with the largest parts 
contingent on the transit line’s 
funding and construction start. 
West Group says it fi rst will build a 
smaller, initial portion on the West 
Gate property, comprised of 417,180 
square feet of high-density residen-
tial buildings, 583,800 square feet 
of commercial mixed-use space, two 
offi ce-retail buildings and a hotel, 
according to the June 23 rezoning 
proposal.

Assuming all the approved devel-
opment and the Metro extension are 
built, the 53-acre West Gate would 
contain 5.5 million square feet of 

development, including 2.3 mil-
lion square feet of new residential 
space. West Park, which spans 97 
acres, would hold a total 3.9 million 
square feet of development.

“Looking ahead, Tysons must 
have, in our opinion, a balanced 
mix of commercial offi ce space, 
residential units and retail space 
as well as effi cient transit facilities, 

parks, open space, arts, community 
amenities, adequate public facilities 
and recreational opportunities,” 
Lowham wrote in an e-mail to The 
Examiner on Monday.

The likely fl urry of analyses and 
criticisms of the proposal has not 
begun because it is so new. Some 
county supervisors and community 
activists had not heard of it.

One major question is how the 
proposal would fi t into the over-
arching plan for redeveloping 
Tysons, the creation of which is in 
the hands of the Tysons Land Use 
Task Force. The task force plans to 
present its recommendations for 
reshaping Fairfax County's “down-
town” to the Board of Supervisors 
on Sept. 22.

Clark Tyler, the board’s chairman, 
said he wished West Group, which is 
represented on the task force, had 
waited until that work was fi nished 
to move forward. 

“My preference would have 
been to wait, but I certainly under-
stand,” he said. “They've waited 
long enough.”
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Group moves on major Tysons project
ROBERT NOVAK

Conservative 
political commenta-
tor Robert Novak 
announced his im-
mediate retirement 
Monday because of 
his diagnosis of a 
malignant brain tu-
mor. Novak told the 
editor and publisher 
of the Chicago Sun-Times that he plans 
to focus on his treatment and recovery, 
said Sun-Times spokeswoman Tammy 
Chase. Novak told the newspaper his 
prognosis is “dire,” the Sun-Times 
reported on its Web site.“The details are 
being worked out with the doctors this 
week, but the tentative plan is for radia-
tion and chemotherapy,” Novak said.
Chase confi rmed Monday that Novak’s 
tumor is malignant.  – AP
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HOOPS FOR THE HOMELESS

Magic Johnson will join Wash-
ington Wizards and Washington 
Redskins to shoot Hoops for 
the Homeless at a celebrity 
basketball tournament  Sept. 13 
at the Verizon Center to reduce 
family homelessness. Last year, 
the event raised $900,000. This 
year, money raised will benefi t 
six local charities: Hannah House 
and So Others Might Eat in D.C., 
United Communities Against 
Poverty and Interfaith Works 
in Maryland and Reston Inter-
faith and Securing Emergency 
Resources Through Volunteer 
Efforts in Virginia. Redskin 
Raleigh McKenzie and former 
Redskin Ken Harvey, among other 
players and media personalities, 
will participate. Those attend-
ing can support local nonprofi ts 
further by bringing a canned food 
item to the event for a concurrent 
food drive. 

GINNIE COOPER

D.C.’s chief librar-
ian, Ginnie Cooper, 
joined Mayor Adrian 
Fenty in announcing 
the city’s libraries 
will be able to stay 
open seven days 
a week under a 
new funding plan 
developed after rev-
elations last week that staff cuts could 
force a reduction in operating hours. The 
plan will provide about $2 million to the 
libraries from savings in debt service 
costs in the city budget. Cooper says 
the funding will allow the libraries to 
maintain staffi ng levels and stay open 
every day of the week. – AP
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The West Group has proposed a 150-
acre rezoning plan along Chain Bridge 
Road near the Tysons Corner malls. 
The plan hinges on several factors, 
including construction of the Tysons 
East Metro station.

CHILD WELFARE

Family was known, 
but overlooked, by child 
welfare bureaucrats

By Bill Myers
Examiner Staff Writer

An apparent overdose of pre-
scription antidepressants has taken 
the life of a little girl, and D.C.’s tee-
tering child welfare agency is once 
again trying to explain how it missed 
warning signs she was in danger. 

The girl, identifi ed only by her 
initials, DHB, swallowed a handful 
of pills prescribed to her father. She 
began wheezing and was rushed to 
a hospital last week, interim Attor-
ney General Peter Nickles told The 
Examiner. She later died.

Two weeks before she died, some-
one called the city’s child welfare hot 
line and reported the family was 

having “a housing 
issue,” Nickles 
said. 

D.C. police and 
a part-time, week-
end city social 
worker walked 
into the family’s 
home in North-
east. No one was 
there, Nickles said. 
The family’s fi le was transferred to a 
regular weekday social worker, who 
apparently shelved it, Nickles said. 

“It’s not good,” Nickles told The 
Examiner. “The Number One rule is 
— you’ve got to see the kid.” 

The death is under investigation 
and no charges have fi led. Child 
and Family Services, however, has 
removed DHB’s 3-year-old and 18-
month-old siblings from the home. 

The weekday social worker has 
been suspended and might be fi red, 
Nickles said. 

She isn’t the only casualty in D.C.’s 
bleeding child welfare bureaucracy. 
Mayor Adrian Fenty has fi red a num-
ber of social workers since January, 
when the badly decomposing bod-
ies of four girls were discovered in 
a Southeast squatters’ home. Child 
welfare bureaucrats ignored desper-
ate calls for help for Banita Jacks’ 
four daughters. Jacks has since been 
charged with the girls’ killings. 

Since then, the child welfare 
agency has been overwhelmed 
with cases. Its backlog of open 
fi les jumped to nearly 2,000 in six 
months. The agency was already 
under a federal court monitor, and 
experts have warned the Fenty 
administration that the agency is 
at a tipping point. 

Last month, after two babies 
died under the city’s eyes, Fenty 
demanded the resignation of Child 
and Family Services Agency Direc-
tor Sharlynn Bobo. The person 

Fenty tabbed to replace her, Roque 
Gerald, was sued in the late 1980s 
after he had sex with a suicidal 
patient. 

As a D.C. councilman, Fenty was 
charged with monitoring the child 
welfare agencies. Some, such as 
child welfare expert and Univer-
sity of the District of Columbia 
law professor Matt Fraidin, aren’t 
impressed with Fenty’s regime.  

“What’s needed is a thoughtful, 
systematic change in the agency’s 
orientation,” Fraidin told The 
Examiner. “They need to have social 
workers in the neighborhoods like 
cops on the beat. They need to be 
out in the community where people 
can get to know them and get to 
trust them. And their goal should 
be keeping children safe in their 
homes.”

Got a tip on child welfare? Call Bill 
Myers at 202-459-4956 or send him an 
e-mail, bmyers@dcexaminer.com
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