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B
arackObamawas elected on
the promise that he would
change thewaywedo things
inWashington.What are the

first two things he does?
First, he hires usual suspects

like Democratic gunslinger Rahm
Emanuel to runhis staff.No change
there. And when he and his wife,
Michelle, investigate schools for
their two daughters, they take
the path of least resistance down
the same old road toward private
schools. Like the Clintons. No
change there.
Whynot consider sendingMalia

and Sasha to public schools? The
thousands of parents who send
their kids to D.C. public or charter
schools arewondering—what are
we, chopped liver? Committing
child abuse?Not good enough?
Despite all the dire news about

desperate schools and deprived
children, the District of Columbia
has some of the finest public and
charter schools around. Our best
elementary and middle schools
would measure up well with top
schools inMaryland andVirginia.
ThoughMayorAdrianFenty and

schools Chancellor Michelle Rhee
issued a statement saying they
have “gladly discussed the many
educational options at DCPS,” and
“encouraged them to explore all
the alternatives,” it seems to me
the Obamas declined to even visit
a public school.
On Tuesday the elite chattering

classes were atwitter with reports
that a motorcade spewing Secret
Serviceagentshadpulledup in front
of Georgetown Day School. The
private school is considered more
diverse than other elite schools in
the city. Let me assure you, with a
price tag of $28,000 a year, it is far
from economically diverse.
Mrs.Obamaand the twogirls are

expected to tour Sidwell Friends
today; that’swhereChelseaClinton
spent her school years.Theparents

and partisans of Maret, another
elite school, were certainly out of
sorts.
Rather than follow the Obamas

uptown toGeorgetownDaySchool,
I checked out their neighborhood
school, Francis-Stevens, on the
city’s West End, between Dupont
Circle and Georgetown. It’s a fine
city school, with a park around the
corner, newplaygroundequipment
anda student body fromacross the
city. It’s K-8, so Sasha, 7, andMalia,
10, could both attend.
I know the Obamas will have to

worry about security,whichmakes
Francis-Stevens agreat choice. It’s
a quick ride down Pennsylvania
Avenue and up 24th Street to the
school. Let’s say it’s not the great-
est school right now; if theObamas
send their children there, don’t you
think it would improve real quick?
The first family will have more

great choices a bit uptown but not
as far, or as exclusive, as the pri-
vates. Lafayette,MurchandJanney
are top elementary schools. Alice
Deal is a great choice for junior
high. I know this from personal
experience.
I know, I know — choosing a

school for your children, if youhave
the luxury of choice, is a very per-
sonal decision.AndMichelleObama
wants the best for her daughters.
She canfind thebest inD.C. pub-

lic schools and signal a true sense
of change.

E-mailHarry Jaffe at
hjaffe@washingtonian.com.

First family should go public

TOM DAVIS
The Dulles Corridor
Rail Association will
present outgoing
Virginia congressman
Tom Davis with its
leadership award to-
day, lauding the 11th
District Republican
for his support of
rail to Dulles and his
work to secure dedicated funding for Metro.
The legislation, which was signed into law
by President Bush last month, pumps $1.5
billion in federal dollars into the transit
system and requires matching funds from
Maryland, the District and Virginia.

Sidwell Friends
■ Location: Bethesda
■ Year founded: 1883
■ Annual tuition: $28,442
■ Notable alumni:
Chelsea Clinton,
right, and Tricia
Nixon Cox

Michelle and daughters
stop by Sidwell Friends
and Georgetown Day

By JulieMason
ExaminerWhite House Correspondent

The Obama family on Tuesday
appeared closer to settling intoWash-
ington,with the twogirls touring area
private schools and turningup at the
WhiteHouse to see their newhome.
Michelle Obama has been in town

sinceSundaywithdaughtersMalia, 10
and Sasha, 7. The threesome visited
Georgetown Day School on Monday
and Sidwell Friends on Tuesday
—both schoolsMichelle Obama had
checked out previously.
Michelle Obama’smother,Marian

Robinson, joined them for a private
tour of the White House. Once the
familymoves in, thepresident-elect’s
mother-in-law is
expected to live
there at least part of
the time.
TheObamashave

said that finding the
right school for their
girls is a top prior-
ity. Citing privacy,
neither Sidwell nor
Georgetown Day is
commenting.
“As with any

potential applicant,
we never discuss
personal informa-
tion,” saidAshleyHair, spokeswoman
for Georgetown Day School. “The
privacy of our community is vitally
important to us.”
Ellis Turner, associate head of

school at Sidwell, said, “Wedon’t dis-
cuss admissions inquiries or any of
the students in our schools.”
Registering theObamagirlswould

be a major coup for whatever local
private school they choose. By the

time theBush family got toWashing-
ton in 2000, their twin girls were off
at college. Chelsea Clinton attended
Sidwell Friends, and Amy Carter
went to public school.
The Obama girls currently attend

theUniversity ofChicagoLabSchool,
a private school.
In an interview earlier this week

with CBS News’ “60 Minutes,”
Michelle Obama sidestepped a
question aboutwhether theyhadcon-
sidered public school for the girls.
“You know, we’re still in the pro-

cess of figuring out that transition,”
she said. “And what we have asked
people to understand is that the
decision that wemake will be based
on the best interest of the girls. We
haven’t made that decision yet. And
you know, we want that to be a per-
sonal process.”
When the Obamas toured the

White House last week, both par-
ents were keen to see the rooms
their daughters would sleep in.

The family liv-
ing quarters on
the second floor
includes two adja-
cent bedroomswith
large windows and
a history of serving
as the bedrooms of
Amy Carter, Chel-
sea Clinton, Tricia
Nixon, Susan Ford,
Caroline Kennedy,
John Kennedy Jr.
and other presiden-
tial offspring.
“I couldn’t help

but envisioning the girls running
into their rooms and, you know, run-
ning down the hall and with a dog,”
Michelle Obama said on CBS. “And,
you know, you start picturing your
life there. And our hope is that the
White House will feel open and fun
and full of life and energy.”
President-elect Barack Obama

added, “and sleepovers.”
jmason@dcexaminer.com

Obamas tour private schools

SALUTE TO SENIORS
People who work on behalf of the
District’s aging population will
get some recognition today at
this year’s SecureHorizons Salute
to Seniors, from noon to 3 p.m.
downtown at the Marriott at Metro
Center. Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton
will receive the Lifetime Ambassa-
dor Award for “her years of service
and support for senior services,”
according to SecureHorizons. The
Caregiver of the Year Award will go
to Cheridan Young, a geriatric care
manager for So Others Might Eat, a
nonprofit that serves the poor and
homeless in the District. Dr. Gilbert
Daniels will be presented the
Physician of the Year Award.
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ADRIAN FENTY
D.C. Mayor
Adrian Fenty said
his administration
is getting on top
of the city’s child
welfare crisis. He
claimed the city has
met nearly half of
the court-imposed
goal for protect-
ing children. The backlog of abuse and
neglect cases has been reduced from
more than 1,700 to nearly 1,200. Fenty
has promised to revive the Child and
Family Services Agency despite cutting
its budget. “The most important of these
promises is a commitment to avoid un-
necessarily separating children from their
families. If the city lives up to that, there’s
hope that these promises will have a posi-
tive impact,” University of the District of
Columbia law professor Matt Fraidin said.
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NEWSMAKERS SETTLING IN

Fairfax County supervisors expanded
their efforts to fight home foreclosures
with a $2.8 million infusion in fed-
eral funding. A headline in Tuesday’s
Examiner gave a different amount for the
federal dollars.

CORRECTION

AP FILE

Michelle Obama waves to a crowd as she leaves a Chicago elementary school
in Hyde Park with Sasha, left, and Malia, right, on Nov. 4.

HEART OF THE CITY

Georgetown Day
■ Location: Northwest D.C.
■ Year founded: 1945
■ Annual tuition: $27,945
■ Notable
alumni: Judith
Martin (Miss
Manners), right

“Our hope is
that the White
House will feel
open and fun
and full of life
and energy.”

–Michelle Obama
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